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G-d’s Will and Teshuva
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2) R.Hama said in the name of R. Hanina: Were it not for these three texts,” Israel's enemies’
would have nothing to stand on. One is “In that day, says the L-rd, I will assemble her who
limps, and I will gather her who is driven out, and whom I have wronged (i.e. caused to evil)”
(Micah 4:6); a second, “Behold as the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O
house of Israel” (Yermiyahu 18:6);* the third, “And I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh” (Yehezkel 3626). (Brachos 32a)
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4) R. Eleazar also said: Elijah spoke insolently to heaven (G-d), as it says, “For You have turned
their heart backwards” (I Kings 18:37). R. Samuel bar Isaac said: From where do we know
that the Holy One agreed with Elijah? Because it says, “And whom / have wronged”
(Brachos 31b).
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L A euphemism for Jewish sinners.
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* * *

7) Bereishis Rabbah 9:3
And Solomon, my son, learn to know the God of your ancestors intimately. Worship and
serve him with your whole heart and a willing mind. For the L-rd sees every heart and
knows every plan and thought. If you seek him, you will find him. But if you forsake him,
he will reject you forever. (Divrei HaYamim 1, 28:9)
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8) Mishnah, Shabbos 86a

How do we know that a crimson-colored strap is tied to the head of the goat that is sent
[to Azaz'el]? Because it is said, if your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow
(yeshaya 1:18)

9) Talmud, Shabbos 89b

[Instead of] ka-shanim [like scarlet threads], shouldn’t it be written “ka-shani” [like a scarlet
thread]? R. Yitzchok said, “The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel: Even if your sins be

2 Sammael said before the Holy One, blessed be He: “Sovereign of all the universe! You have given me power
over all the nations of the world, but over Israel You have not given me power.” He answered him: “Behold, you
have power over them on the Day of Atonement if they have any sin, but if not, you have no power over them.”
Therefore, they gave him a present (or “bribe) on the Day of Atonement, ... as it is said, “One lot for the L-rd,
and the other lot for Azazel” (ibid. 8). The lot for the Holy One, blessed be He, was the offering of a burnt
offering, and the lot for Azazel was the goat as a sin offering, for all the iniquities of Israel were upon it, as it is
said, “And the goat shall bear upon him>” all their iniquities” (ibid. 22). Sammael saw that sin was not to be
found among them on the Day of Atonement. He said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of all the
universe! You have one people like the ministering angels who are in heaven!” (Pirkey De Rebbe Eliezer, 46)
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like these years [ka-shanim] which have continued in ordered fashion from the six days of the
Creation until now, yet they shall be as white as snow.”
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11) Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin! For [ know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you
only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your
words and blameless in your judgment. (Psalms 51)
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